Aim: To study the association of Helicobacter pylori infection with chronic antral gastritis in peptic ulcer disease patients and healthy population of Kashmir.
INTRODUCTION
Peptic ulcer disease (PUD) and chronic gastritis are most common disorders throughout the whole world. Chronic antral gastritis is a common finding in PUD especially in duodenal ulcer (DU)., ( in whom pre-ingestion antral biopsies were normal) following ingestion of H. pylori [8, 9] .
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Chronic antral gastritis also occurs in gastric This study consisted of 50 PUD patients ulcers. One study has reported association (DU-46, GU-2 and combined DU and between chronic gastritis and active duodenal GU-2) whose disease was diagnosed on endoulcer as 100% compared to 50% in non-ulcer scopic examination and 30 asymptomatic healthy controls [1] . Since (Table IV) . A highly significant (P < 0.002 to P < 0.00005) was found between H. pylori positivity on histology and chronic active gastritis (Table V) . This study confirms the data published from different parts of the world [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] but contradicts the earlier study published from India [11] , in which study on 95 dyspeptic patients found a non-significant association of 30% between antral Helicobacter pylori infection and chronic gastritis.
In conclusion, this study found a highly significant association between Helicobacter pylori infection and peptic ulcer disease (duodenal ulcer). Also a very significant association between H. pylori infection and chronic antral gastritis was found in both peptic ulcer group and asymptomatic healthy volunteers.
